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Authors Roger Manvell and Heinrich Fraenkel, notable biographers of the World War II German

leaders Joseph Goebbels and Herman Goring, delve into the life of one of the most sinister, clever,

and successful of all the Nazi leaders: Heinrich Himmler. As the head of the feared SS, Himler

supervised the extermination of millions. Here is the story of how a seemingly ordinary boy grew into

an obsessive and superstitious man who ventured into herbalism, astrology, and homeopathic

medicine before finally turning to the "science" of racial purity and the belief in the superiority of the

Aryan people.
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If you are searching for a detailed look into the life of Himmler and his actions during the war, this is

probably the most detailed account you will find. And while the authors have done an excellent job

of doing just that, they also bring in the other cast of characters that played important roles at this

time as well. However, the jumping around between people and time frames often left me confused.

It took a long time to read this book,trying to piece together the vast amount of info as well as the



different people's actual roles. It certainly isn't the first book I've read about these people but really

one of the most difficult . The subject matter, the author's own opinion, and the back and forth of

time with the coming and going of certain people makes this not a book to be taken lightly. I'm glad I

read it but it is not any easy read.

The book gives a history of the events. I was hoping for more insight into the mentality of the Nazis.

In that I was disappointed. I would recommend this book to someone who is familiar with the history

and wants some more information.

Couldn't put it down

Very interesting since I have never read much about Himmler as a "stand-alone" figure. Obviously

well researched, but the author too often came across as willing to acknowledge Himmler's love for

his own family almost as an offset to his willingness to develop and implement the Final Solution.

I'm visiting Germany this summer and so I'm reading about different people and things especially

from WWII & the Third Reich. Very good book about Himmler and all of the things that went on in

his life from a youth till his death by cyanide after being captured. Some crazy stuff in this book.

It was good. It jumped around alot

The book was very informative and I learned much about what went on during WWII. It points out

the extreme inhumanity that man can be. Sadly this is still true and difficult to understand how

mankind can often be so cruel. Manvell is just a little wordy for my taste however.

Extremely informative; the book provides insight and adds clarity about the entire Nazi enterprise.
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